Friday 6 March 2020

1

“excellence in all we do”

College

update

Dear Parents & Carers,

Our 2020 school year has had a busy start. Thanks to all members of the College community for your support College at our
well attended Meet the Mentor/Teacher Evening in Week 3. Staff have recently worked with visiting Senior Years Team
curriculum officers to ensure learning plans and associated assessment tasks support students to optimise engagement and
achievement in their courses.
Thanks also for parent support at our College Council AGM. Parents Amiuus Lennie, Virginia Moore and Sonya Lemson were
elected to Council, joining continuing members Tanya White and chairperson Lauren Winter. Daniel Gerich is the staff
representative, Fred Richardson continues as invited member with Student Representative Council members sharing the role
of representing students at monthly Council meetings.
Special thanks to College Council members who are not continuing – Tanya Bekker, Liz Hay, Janette Gunner and Sumith
Thotawatta for their significant contributions to our College community.
Following the AGM there is a vacancy for a parent representative—if you are interested in joining College Council or wish to
find out more please contact Tony Collins or Nadine Branagan ph 8958 5000.
The next meeting is Tuesday 31 March from 5:30pm in the conference room – parents are welcome to attend Council
meetings.
Work Completion Reports for all students are being posted home with this newsletter. These reports show whether students
are up to date with completion and submission of their work and the standard achieved. Please discuss these with your child
and contact your child’s mentor or subject teacher if you have any queries. Mentors are discussing these work completion
reports with students, in their role of monitoring academic progress.
Special congratulations to Year 12 student Sean
Xiao (pictured) who has won the Alice Springs
Young Citizen of the Year Award for his ongoing
work with local youth membership of the 2019
Chief Minister’s Youth Round Table and being a NT
Youth Week 2020 Ambassador.
Sean is currently undertaking a school-based
traineeship at YMCA completing Certificate IV in
Fitness as well as Certificate III in Screen and Media.
Congratulations Sean on your most worthy
selection.
Tony Collins — Principal

Minister Selena Uibo & Sean Xiao

UPCOMING 2020 DATES
Mon 9 - Fri 13 March

New VET courses—Intensive Block #1 for all Year 10 students

Thurs 12 & Fri 13 March

Year 12 Camp at MacDonnell Range Caravan Park

Tues 31 March

College Council meeting 5:30 pm

Thurs 9 April

Last day of Term 1 - Term 1 Progress reports and newsletter posted home
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Lads Bring the HEAT in Fiery Flag Ball Clash
After school sports are in full swing at the Clontarf Academy every Wednesday afternoon. There’s been a good mix of
basketball, football flag rugby. The guys always bring plenty of enthusiasm and effort to the games.

Year 11s See Reward for Early Hard Work
In week 3 the Year 11 contact time group visited the town pool for some lunch and a swim as reward for their strong
attendance and overall great start to the 2020 school year. Quite a few of the lads have increased their overall attendance
by over 10-15% in the first three weeks and the increase in attendance is having good results on their learning.
During the activity we reinforced what they’ve been doing well while also discussing areas where they can improve.
It’s important to celebrate the little wins along the way and the fellas had a great time.

Year 12s leading the way in 2020
One of the biggest and most important events of the first term is always the Year 12 Leadership Camp where the Year 12
cohort has the opportunity to come together to lay down some standards and goals as a group that they wish to uphold
during their final year at school.
This year our Year 12 fellas got together with Year 12 Clontarf members from both Yirara and Tennant Creek to discuss
the year ahead and how they will manage their life/school workloads to ensure they get the results they can. We’ve been
incredibly lucky to have worked with this particular group of Year 12 students who have always lead form the front and
shown Clontarf spirit in everything they do. The Centralian fellas certainly took charge during the team building activities
and were very productive during information and planning sessions.
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There were lots of laughs and good times had by all and we feel like our guys are ready and primed for the challenges
ahead. A HUGE thanks to Year 12 Coordinator Glenda McCarthy for coming out and walking the boys through the credit
system and what each individual needs to do to get through Year 12. It made a huge difference and the fellas appreciated
you taking time out of your busy day to come along.

Clean up Australia Day

Each year the three Clontarf Academies in Alice Springs, team up with the
Mayor Damien Ryan and the Alice Springs Town Council to hold a Clean Up
Australia Day event at ANZAC Hill. The official day was on Sunday 1 March,
however the Clontarf Foundation held their event on Tuesday 25 February
from 6:45am. Mayor Damien Ryan is a great supporter of the Clontarf
Foundation and we look forward to this event each year. All together there
were close to 60 students participating in the clean up of ANZAC Hill from
across the three academies. Our Academy group were well led by Year 12
students Nathaniel Bloomfield, Joseph Martin, Declan Miller and Travis Kenny
who have all been consistent participants in this event for the last 3 years.
Damien Ryan spoke to all of the fellas before breakfast was served on top of
ANZAC Hill, saying it was great to see so many Indigenous young men providing a positive service to the community given the amount of negative stories
currently in the community. ANZAC Hill is a significant site in Alice Springs,
particularly for the Arrernte people and it’s important to keep these sites and
our community clean. Well done to all of our members for their participation
and leadership in this years Clean Up Australia Day event and great thanks to
the Mayor Damien Ryan and the Alice Springs Town Council for their ongoing
support of the Clontarf Foundation.

Tyson Carmody, David Thomas & Arti Davis Tahere - Clontarf Academy
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Congratulations to our Year 10 attendance award winners who have achieved
outstanding attendance for the first month of the school year.
Lauren Primrose

Kiah Cox

Aaliyah Anderson

Molly Teefy

Kate Bennett

Christopher Demarte

Ysmael Calica

Tivhana Tuifua

Abbygail France

Zayne Everett

Alexander Imhof

Blake Yodgee

Kasey Ashenden

Falcon Padam

Abraham Lennie

Justin Baliva

Sean Murphy

Teeani McMillan

Mobile phone expectations
Students have been reminded of our heading towards young adult ‘behaviours’ in allowing students to bring mobile
phones to College and only use them during recess and lunch break times. During class time, College expectations are
that mobile phones are to be away and on silent during class / lesson / learning time, including change of lesson, unless
the classroom teacher has given specific instruction to utilise student phones during learning activities.

Maximising Attendance & Notifying Reasons for Absences
We ask all parents and families to support their students in maximising their attendance. Students missing classes should
only be occurring in the case of sickness, medical appointments or for family reasons. SMS messages are sent home to
show absences from classes throughout the day. Where attendance is not possible, we ask that parents notify the College
as soon as possible phone: 8958 5000 or SMS message 0427 134 122
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As part of Stage 1 / Year 11 Child Studies class and displaying caring skills for young people, students have created
and taken care of their baby eggs over the period of a week. We are happy to report that all babies survived and
received no injuries.

Loveena Davies - Child Studies Teacher

TOUCH FOOTBALL INTERSCHOOL WINNERS
Congratulations to our Touch Football Team who recently won the Interschool Competition. A great team effort
all round.
Amanda Kenna - HPE Teacher
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Students who are leaving the College grounds during the day are required to sign out at Reception, with their
parent / guardian co-signing. If a parent / guardian is unable to co-sign, a verbal message / phone call from the
parent / guardian to Reception is sufficient. This applies to all students, including Year 12 students.
Year 12 students who wish to leave the school grounds during lunch need to have an approved Year 12 Lunch
Pass Letter and Permission Form signed by their parent / guardian and the Year 12 Coordinator / Assistant
Principal / Principal. These forms are available at Reception.
Centralian Senior College has a duty of care for students during the school day so it is important that students
follow this procedure. This will ensure that during an evacuation for an event such as a fire all students can be
accounted for.
Parents and family members are requested to only deliver lunches to their young people during college lunch
time - 12.35-1.15pm. Items being dropped off for students should be brought to college reception/front office.
Thank you for your help in ensuring the safety of all of our students.

YEAR 10 MENTORING GROUP ADOPT KOALAS
TO SUPPORT RECENT DEVASTATION FROM BUSHFIRES.
Meet Oxley Twinkles and Crescent Head Jimmy the two koalas adopted by Mrs Furniss’ Year 10 Mentoring
group. Students donated $2.00 each to adopt one koala to support the Port Macquarie Koala Hospital.
After the recent bushfires this was a great opportunity to support our native koalas and work as a team.
A democratic vote was taken and students selected from 18 koalas down to three koalas. It was very difficult to
decide between these two koalas and students donated a further $2.00 so we could adopt them both. With the
extra money donated by staff, two trees and $10 for the conservation program was also donated. Students were
presented with individual copies of the koalas and we had cake to celebrate.
Gillian Furniss - Year 10 Mentor
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Exercise First Look is Army’s annual Indigenous work experience activity. In 2020, Army will be focussing on both
Officer Training and General Entry (Soldier). Although Army is doing a great job in providing employment
opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, this growth has not been reflected within Army’s Officer
intake. General Entry growth is stable, however more opportunities need to be presented. To address this issue
the Army is inviting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in Years 10 - 12 to apply for the 2020 Exercise First Look
Programs being held in Canberra at the Royal Military College-Duntroon (RMC) or at Albury-Wodonga at the
Army Logistics Training Centre (ALTC). The programs activities have been developed to provide insight into the

training required, as well as giving students the opportunity to experience Army lifestyle as a whole, encouraging
them to consider the Army as a career option.
Army will be accepting the following placement numbers for each activity:
20 students at RMC

50 students at ALTC

The program at ALTC will be run from 27 April-01 May 2020 and is an all-inclusive funded trip to AlburyWodonga.
The program at RMC will run from 3-7 May 2020 and is all-inclusive funded trip to Canberra.
Applications need to be submitted through the Defence Work Experience Program (DWEP) via

www.defence.gov.au/workexperience by late March 2020.
If you have any students that you think have the potential to thrive in a challenging career, I encourage you to ask
them to consider applying. There is no commitment to apply for a job in the Australian Defence Force (ADF) and
this is great opportunity to find out more about a career they knew nothing about.
Ann Goodwin - Course, Career & Transition Adviser
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University Clinical Aptitude Test is the admissions test for medical, dental and selected clinical science degree
programmes. UCAT bookings open 2 March https://www.ucat.edu.au/ucat-anz/dates-and-fees/ with testing beginning 1
July 2020
A Defence Careers Information Session was recently provided by Captain Hayden Foureur and Corporal Lorelei
Williamson to 55 interested students at Centralian Senior College in week 4. They spoke about the preparation for service
including fitness, personal and professional skills training.
Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA) Information Session will be holding another session at NORFORCE Depot, 15
George Crescent, on Tuesday 24 March 2020, from 6:00pm to 7:00pm. For more information and to register please go to
https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/events or email ibradshaw@dfr.com.au
2021 ADF Gap Year is a chance to experience what a career in the Navy, Army or Air Force could be like, while having
a year full of adventure, new friends, new skills, leadership, and travel. Applications for the 2021 program will open in
March 2020. Register your interest to receive updates https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/students-and-education/gapyear/
Defence Work Experience Program in conjunction with NORFORCE are running a one day work experience placement in
Alice Springs. Applications need to be submitted online under the ‘Placements’ tab at www.defence.gov.au/
workexperience and will close on 18 March 2020.
Australian Air Force Cadets are recruiting. Participate in adventure training and field craft activities, build
communication and leadership skills, meet new people and make lifelong friends. For more information, please see
Ann Goodwin—Course, Career & Transition Adviser.
McDonald’s School Based Traineeships
Maccas is offering students part-time work, training and formal accreditation. Includes paid time to complete Certificate II
in Retail Operations which contributes Stage 1 credit towards the NTCET. Please email Peter.Morris@au.licensee.mcd.com
or see Ann Goodwin—Course, Career & Transition Adviser.

Sports Voucher
Semester 1 2020 Sports vouchers are now available.
Parents and carers will need to apply online each
semester by going to the following website:
http://www.sportvoucher.nt.gov.au/
Please note if the details of the young person are
already on the system, a voucher will be available to
print or save straight away, if the details are not

foundby the system a voucher will be sent to the email
address you have provided within 7 days.
More information is available at the link above
alternatively you can also contact our Sport Voucher
team by phone on 1800 817 860 or by email
sport.voucher@nt.gov.au
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